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a dance : if there was no dead body at hand, a dance would
be arranged for, and the swearing in would take place, and
perhaps innocent but inquisitive persons would be drawn
into the net. According to M'Keon, Curley stated that it
was proposed to revive the Fenians ; it was now obvious, he
said, that the independence of Ireland could not be won in
the open field ; it could rather be obtained by secret methods,
in the pursuance of which one man would be worth ten.
The object of the new society, which was to be called the
" Assassination Society," was the " removal of tyrants."
He gave a list of tyrants, including the names of William
Barlow Smythe, his brother, and the Earl of Longford.
M'Keon forbade his son to take the oath, and stood aside
with him and a few others while the rest, a goodly com-
pany, formed a circle, and swore an oath, as a book was
passed round. During the proceedings a fluteplayer played
dance tunes. Then a smaller number were taken aside by
Fagan and Curley. When McKeon was giving the names of
the persons present at the meeting, and identifying the
prisoners, the men in the dock laughed with loud contempt.
The same incident occurred when the " Invincibles " had
appeared in Dublin during the preliminary investigations
into the Phoenix Park murders.
M'Keon the younger connected the society formed at the
Widow Fagan's with the actual murder. He had been a
blacksmith at the time of the murder, working for a man
named John Walshe, and lived in his house, which was
close to Barbavilla. A young man named Robert Elliott,
another journeyman blacksmith, also worked and lived at
Walshe's house. Elliott was possessed, to M'Keon's know-
ledge, of a cut-down gun, and on the day of the murder
this was seen projecting over his waistcoat. Young M'Keon
saw him, with four of the prisoners in the dock, on the morn-
ing of the murder, and about one o'clock they went together
" towards the black bog in the direction of Barbavilla " ;
he then lost sight of them. While he was eating dinner a
little later, he heard six shots fired, and soon the news came
that a lady had been shot dead : after dinner, M'Keon saw
a man furtively emerging out of a corner of a place called